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A. N. A. Seeks 
Of 4 Unofficial 


An appeal for information lead¬ 
ing to the origin of the 1,493 
“unofficial ballots” cast during 
the recent American Numismat¬ 
ic Association election of officers 
has been made to every member 
of A.N.A. by Don Sherer, execu¬ 
tive secretary of the association. 

Such information, Sherer said, 
will be turned over to the A.N.Ai 
board of governors for action. 
The questionable ballots were 
discovered by the certified public 
accountants in charge of this 
phase of the annual election. 

“There has been considerable 
comment,” Sherer advised, 
“from the membership at large 
on the fact that our C.P.A. firm. 
Troupe, Kehoe, Whiteaker and 
Kent, announced at our final 
business meeting in Denver on 
August 10, that there were 1 493 
apparently fraudulent ballots dis¬ 
covered, and that upon authority 
of the A.N.A. board of governors, 
these ballots were not counted.” 

In order that everyone con¬ 
cerned may have a full under¬ 
standing of the situation, Sherer 
issued the following formal 
statement concerning the hand¬ 
ling of the entire ballot proced¬ 
ure: 

ass , ure . an honest and ac- 


not for me. Therefore, you are 
to act in all matters in whatever 
way is appropriate so that a fair 
election will result.’ 

The C.P.A. firm gave instruc¬ 
tions to the printers,” he con¬ 
tinued, “as to the number of bal¬ 
lots to be printed, and to whom 
they were to be mailed. They 
also worked with the printers in 
ordering special paper with a 
colored figured background. 
The quantity of paper shipped to 
the printer was checked against 
the number of ballots printed, 
plus spoilage or wastage in print¬ 
ing, to ascertain that extra cop¬ 
ies of the ballot would be avail¬ 
able to no one.” 

Sherer pointed out that the 
special background color and de¬ 
sign on the ballot itself was 
chosen so that it would be very 
difficult for anyone to reproduce 
the ballots by the offset method 
in a short length of time. Ballots 
were mailed on July 3 to the 
members, and were to be re¬ 
ceived at Kansas City, Kan. on 
or before July 24. 

“In tabulating the ballots,” 
Sherer pointed out, “the Kansas 
City, Kan., main office at Troupe 
Kehoe, Whiteaker and Kent dis- 


Origin 
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covered that many of the ballots 
were not printed on the same 
quality of paper, that the print¬ 
ing was not sharp and clear, and 
that several other factors were 
different. 

“Upon closer examination, 
they determined that 1,493 ballots 
apparently were forgeries. They 
called the printers to make a 
study, and the printer.. verified 
the findings that 1,493 were bal¬ 
lots that had not been printed by 
them, nor were they on the same 
quality of paper used by them 
“Samples of the good ballots 
and fraudulent ballots were pre¬ 
sented to the board of gover¬ 
nors of the A.N.A. on Thursday, 
August 8. The board recognized 
the obvious attempt to pad the 
ballot box. Your board of gover¬ 
nors ruled that these ballots 
should not be tabulated nor 
counted in the final election re¬ 
sults. 

“The accounting firm reported 
that the bulk of the ballots were 
all voted in exactly the same 
manner, but quickly pointed out 
that this in itself should not be 
taken as a reflection on the can¬ 
didates themselves. The attempt 
(Continued on Page 24) 
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to reproduce these ballots and 
vote for these certain candidates 
could have been done tc bring 
disgrace upon these candidates. 

“It is a terrible thing,” the 
executive secretary’s statement 
concluded, “that someone has 
taken his ballot and attempted to 
have his vote magnified almost 
1,500 times. While such a mem¬ 
ber should be expelled immed¬ 
iately from the AN.A., it may 
be very difficult to prove who the 
culprit is.” 

Anyone having information on 
the matter may contact Sherer 
at 3520 North 7th street, Phoe¬ 
nix 14, Ariz. 


Help Recover Coin 

City employees of A n s o n i a, 
Conn., aided young Bruce Webb 
recover a 100 year old Japanese 
coin he had accidently dropped 
in a storm sewer. 


WANTED WANTED 

BU ROLLS 
1955-S DIMES 
Paying $ 60.00 per roll? 

ALSO WANT TO BUY: 

Paying 
Per Roll 


1955-D Dimes, BU 46.00 

1955-P Dimes, BU ..... 52.00 

1955-D Quarters, BU 70.00 


Ship with invoice for prompt payment. 

Space City Numismatics Inc. 

(Owners of A.N.E. Teletype Service) 

RICHARD M. MUNIZ, 

jj Member A.N.A.—C.N.A.—F.U.N.—T.N.A. 

Phone JA 6 - 4303 

4601 Montrose Blvd. Houston 6, Texas 
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Getting The Answers.... 

We read with interest the comments of Glenn Smedley, 
assistant editor of The Numismatist in the November issue, 
on the subject of “Phony Ballots — Who? What? Why?” 
We refer of course to those 1,493 counterfeit ballots which 
were discovered in the American Numismatic Association 
election in Denver last August. 

We recognize that even in a federally-chartered, non¬ 
profit organization things move slowly and policy must be 
carefully determined. Therefore it is with considerable 
pleasure that we note that top level officials are moving 
into action with the appointment of a special committee of 
three A.N.A. officials which has started its investigative 
work. 

We again compliment the A.N.A. officers upon their 
astuteness in making provisions to have the ballots printed 
on paper which could not readily be duplicated as this was 
the basic reason the attempted fraud came to light. 

Mr. Smedley has raised the major questions which 
need answers and we hope that before too long, the A.N.A. 
committee will be in a position to give some more definite 
information. 

Coin World has made its own considerable investiga¬ 
tion into the ways and means of how the perpetrators of 
such a project could be punished when they become identi¬ 
fied. We are now placing all of this information at the 
disposal of the investigating A.N.A. officials. 



Those “Pesky” Ballots. 1 . . ' 

At the risk of being termed tedious in referring again 
to the matter of the 1,493 apocryphal or unofficial ballots 
cast in the American Numismatic Association election in/ 
August, we are happy to note that our readers, via letters 
to the editor, and our independent columnists are also ex¬ 
pressing their views about an organization which allows 
such a development to pass without more than a cursory 
examination as to the source. 

Numismatics is well on the road to becoming our larg¬ 
est national hobby but this growth can well be stymied 
today, after the Denver fiasco, if the matter of self-policing 
is blessed by inaction. If the national organization, reputed 
to enfold the leaders of our hobby, should permit ballot 
box stuffing via the mails to pass without a vigorous, pub¬ 
lic campaign to discover the originators of the plot, the 
hobby and the A.N.A. are smeared and smeared badly. 

Coin World will not allow the matter to pass . . . even 
to the extent of running the risk of being accused of at¬ 
tempting to “run” the A.N.A., which we emphatically deny. 
There have been enough similar charges in years past of 
other groups and cliques attempting to do this. We feel 
that such groups, for their own protection, should publicly 
join us in an organized campaign to clean up the present 
ballot box stuffing ... not only for the good of the hobby 
but for the economic implications which will surely follow 
if the mess is left exposed to public view. 



Apocryphal Number--1,493! 

With the following words, seemingly innocuous, an 
accounting firm recently reported on the results of an elec¬ 
tion: “In addition, we received 1,493 ballots which were 
clearly not official ballots and were not included in the 
tabulations.” 

The city was Denver. The month, day and year were 
August 10, 1963. The place was the junior ballroom of the 
Denver Hilton hotel. The occasion was the official report 
on the results of the election of three officers and six 
governors of the American Numismatic Association. The 
words were voiced by a member of the accounting firm 
which had supervised the balloting and discovered the 
1,493 “unofficial ballots” which, obviously, were not 
counted. 

It was commendable, progressive and wise of the 
board to put the election in the hands of a neutral certified 
public accounting firm for the second time in A.N.A. his¬ 
tory. It was right for the board to take the general mem¬ 
bership into its counsel at Denver and disclose the discov¬ 
ery of the counterfeit ballots. 

Now that the A.N.A. members are aware of the facts, 
what direction do the members suggest to their board of 
governors? Where do we go from here? 

The three new officers and six new governors of the 
American Numismatic Association plus their appointed 
staff today may well ponder the implications of the 
thought so well expressed 700 years ago by that 13th cen¬ 
tury writer, Dante Alighieri, who scribed these words: 
“The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in 
a period of moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.” 
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Counterfeit Ballots To Spur 
An Official Investigation 


P. K. Anderson 
New President 

Predicting a close battle for 
the presidency of the American 
Numismatic Association, P. K. 
• Anderson, Hobart, Oklahoma, 
outdistanced his rival, John Jay 
Pittman of Rochester, New 
York, by a 3 to 2 margin. And¬ 
erson compiled 6,075 votes to 
his opponent’s 4,465. 

Matt H. Rothert, Camden, 
Arkansas, need but one vote to 
be counted for his uncontested 
first vice-presidential seat. 

Howver, in the race for the 
second vice-presidency Herbert 
M. Bergen of Fullerton, Cali¬ 
fornia, beat Art Lovi of Pen¬ 
sacola, Florida, by 2,889 votes. 
Bergen counting 6,625 to Lovi's 
3,736. 

The Board of Governors race 
is listed in alphabetical order, 
the winners so noted. 

Harold H. Berk of Warren, 
Ohio, 3,965 (elected); Harry X 
Boosel of Chicago, Illinois, 
3,617; Grover C. Criswell, of 
St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. 
3,874; Ralph F. Cleaver of Col¬ 
orado Springs, Colorado, 3,912 
(elected); and Charles M. John- 
Cont’d page 10, col. 1 


its Record 



1,500 Spurious 
Hdlofs Found 

Denver, Colo. (NN)—For the 
last three days of the 72nd 
Annual Convention of the 
American Numismatic Associa¬ 
tion held here from August 7th 
through 10th, the main topic 
of lobby discussion was the 
fraudulent ballots cast in the 
1963 election of officers for the 
ANA. 

The story first broke on 
Thursday evening, August 8th, 
as officers and other notables 
of the association mingled at 
one of the many scheduled 
semi-private cocktail parties. 

First question asked, “How 
did it affect the election re¬ 
sults?” 

Keith Hendricks, a represent¬ 
ative of Troupe, Kehoe, Whit¬ 
aker and Kent, the certified 
public accountants who con¬ 
ducted the official balloting, re¬ 
ported that the ballots that 
were “not official” were not 
included in the tabulations. 

Had they been counted, it 
was reported, they still would 
not have affected either the 
races for the presidency nor the 
vice-presidential races. There 
could have been a change in 
the standings of the Board of 
Governor race however. 

After the close of the con¬ 
vention, a special meeting was 
held on Sunday morning, Aug- 
Cont’d page 11, col. 3 







Spurious Ballots 

Cont’d from page 1 

ust 11th, with the result that a 
private investigating firm will 
pursue the matter more thor¬ 
oughly. The culprits will be 
caught. 

The fraudulent ballots were 


fast dollar items on the front 
burner during this period. These 
would be the various specula¬ 
tive items which have broke on 
the numismatic market during 
the summer months, and this 
summer we have been devoid of 
any such offerings. 

From the commercial reports 
we find a very optimistic feel¬ 
ing toward fall business. We 
find there are a lot more “hard 
"--Wc; a direct influ- 


noted by the different paper 
stock on which they were print¬ 
ed. It was unofficially reported 
that they were mailed from 
three different mid-east cities. 
In addition to the fraudulent 
ballots 10,700 were received by 
the accounting firm. 

The original ballots were 
mailed to members of the as¬ 
sociation by McCormick-Arm- 
strong Company of Wichita, 
Kansas. This firm prints the 
Numismatist, the official organ 
of the ANA, and maintains the 
membership list. 


Iroquois Club Has 
Drive For Members 

The Iroquois Coin Club of 
Sheldon, Illinois made nlans at 


/I 

Page Ml, 
Lake County Club 
Plans Oct. Show 

The Lake County Coin Cto* 
of Illinois will hold its annual 
convention October 6 at tha 
Danish Hall, 13 North West 
Street in Waukegan Illinois. 

Bourse tables are available at 
$8 each, and if enough interest 
is indicated the show will be ex¬ 
tended to two days. 

The show will be open from 
10 a. m. to 8 p. m. 

Any inquiries may be ad¬ 
dressed to Peter J. Nordigian, 
111 N. County Street, Wauke¬ 
gan, Illinois. 





